
TO: New 200-level literature instructors 

 
FROM:  Literature Committee 

 
Welcome to the department or, alternately, congratulations on your first 200-level 

literature teaching assignment.  Below is some basic information concerning 200-level 

literature teaching, including syllabus and assignment requirements.  If you have any 

questions, please see the Director of Undergraduate Studies (DUS) in 107 Morgan. 

 
Work:  We recommend some kind of daily work to encourage attendance and reading 

(reading quizzes, student journals on reading assignments, etc).  We are currently 

discouraging the use of grade penalties for absenteeism.  How to handle absenteeism is 

an issue you may wish to discuss with experienced teachers or the DUS.  We recommend 

at least two major exams—in the event of two you would conveniently have a Midterm 

and Final—and must insist, in accordance with UA policy, that you hold the Final at the 

officially scheduled time.  We encourage you to have students write as many essays as 

you feel you can grade, but you must require at least 4-6 pp. of formal essay writing (one 

4-6 pp. essay, or two shorter essays).  Most faculty members conceive these essays as 

exercises in analytical reading and, given their comparative brevity, do not require 

research.  Whether or not you decide to require research, be aware that you will quite 

possibly encounter instances of plagiarism.   In recent years, A&S has held a Fall 

semester meeting with EN faculty to explain the academic misconduct process.  You 

should follow that process without fail; if you have any questions, contact the DUS. 

 
Ordering Texts: If you receive an email from the Department’s front desk person asking 

for your textbook order (so that the orders can be forwarded as a group), simply respond 

to that email as promptly as you can.  In other situations, as when sections are added or 

assignments made late, you will find that the appropriate Norton Anthology has been 

ordered for your class as a default text.  If you wish to order any supplemental texts or 

have questions about textbook ordering, you can email Bernadette Chavira at the 

Ferguson Center Supply Store: bchavira@bama.ua.edu.  I try to keep desk copies of the 

anthologies in my office and will be glad to provide you with texts.  Again, if you have 

questions, contact the DUS. 

 
Course Outlines/Requirements:  Please see the individual course outlines below for EN 

205, 206, 209, and 210.  For EN/WL 207 and 208, the two world literatures classes, 

please select a “global” text and construct a course syllabus that approximates the breadth 

of volume 1 for 207 and volume 2 for 209.  Here the most important point is that these 

classes are not to be “western” but truly multi-cultural and global.  For EN 249, again 

construct a course syllabus that reflects the breadth of the chosen anthology.  For 207, 

208, and 249, appropriate Norton Anthologies are available.  See the DUS for guidance. 

 
Sample syllabi: these are available for your perusal in 103 MR.  Be sure not to consult 

dated syllabi that antedate newly established requirements 
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EN 205 
 
Purpose: EN 205 is intended to present a historical overview of the British literary 

tradition from roughly its beginnings to the late eighteenth century. 

Texts: volume 1 of either the Longmans or Norton anthologies of English literature. 

Ancillary texts such as novels may of course be ordered. 

Syllabus Requirements:  The organization of a 205 class should broadly reflect the 

 

contents of the chosen anthology.  More specifically, a 205 may be divided by fourths— 

as shown below—or thirds, with the 16
th 

and 17
th 

centuries combined as a single 

Renaissance unit.  Whichever approach you take, we ask that you comply with the 

minimal coverage requirements outlined below.  Please note that the department expects 

“substantial” coverage of required authors and texts and that “substantial” should 

generally be construed as a week. 
 

Period 

 
Medieval 

Required 

 
Chaucer; one additional 

Recommended 

 
Beowulf, Sir Gawain and 

 recommended text the Green Knight; Piers 

  Plowman; Everyman; a 

  mystery play; Marie de 

  France; Margery Kempe 

 

16
th 

century 
 

Shakespeare (one play); 

16
th

-century lyrics 

 

More, Utopia; Spenser, 

Faerie Queene; Marlowe, 

  Dr. Faustus; Sidney, Defense 

  of Poetry; Wroth 

 

17
th 

century 
 

Donne, selections; Milton, 
 

Jonson, Volpone; Herbert, 

 selections ("Lycidas," Paradise selections; Marvell, 

 Lost, Areopagitica selections 

 

long 18
th 

century 

 
Swift, selections; Pope, 

 
Dryden, selections; Bunyan, 

 selections; S. Johnson, 
selections 

Pilgrims Progress; Behn, 

Oroonoko; selected 18
th

- 

  century lyrics; a Restoration 

  drama 



EN 206 
 
Purpose: EN 206 is intended to present a historical overview of the British literary 

tradition from the Romantic period to the twentieth century. 

Texts: volume 2 of either the Longmans or Norton anthologies of English literature. 

Ancillary texts such as novels may of course be ordered. 

Syllabus Requirements:  The organization of a 206 class should broadly reflect the 

 

contents of the chosen anthology.  More specifically, a 205 may be divided by thirds— 

as shown below—or fourths, with the 20
th 

century divided into early and late units. 

Whichever approach you take, we ask that you comply with the minimal coverage 

requirements outlined below.  Please note that the department expects “substantial” 

coverage of required authors and texts and that “substantial” should generally be 

construed as a week. 
 

Period 

 
Romantic 

Required 

 
Wordsworth, selections; 

Recommended 

 
Blake, selections; Byron, 

 Coleridge, selections; selections, P. B. Shelley, 

 Keats, selections selections;  M. W. Shelley, 

  Frankenstein; an Austen 

  novel 

 

Victorian 
 

Tennyson, selections; 
 

Carlyle, selections; 

 R. Browning, selections; 
Arnold, selections 

E.B. Browning, 
selections; C. Rossetti, 

  selections; Wilde, The 

  Importance of Being Earnest; 

  a novel by Bronte, Dickens, 

  Eliot, or Hardy; Hopkins, 

  selections 

 

Modern 
 

Yeats, selections; Woolf, 
 

Conrad, selections; 

 selections; Joyce, selections Lawrence, selections; Eliot, 

  selections; Beckett, 

  selections; selections from 

  later poetry (Auden, Thomas, 

  Larkin, Hughes, Heaney); 

  selections from later prose 

  (Lessing, Achebe); Pinter 

 

NOTE: sections of EN 206 should also include one novel 



EN 209 
 
Purpose: EN 209 is intended to present a historical overview of the American literary 

tradition from roughly its beginnings to 1865. 

Texts: The Heath or Norton anthologies of American literature. Ancillary texts such as 

novels may of course be ordered. 

Syllabus Requirements:  The organization of a 209 class should broadly reflect the 

 

contents of the chosen anthology.  More specifically, a 209 may be divided by thirds, 

as shown below.  We ask that you comply with the minimal coverage requirements 

outlined below. 
 

Period 

 
Colonial/Revolutionary 

Required 

 
Bradstreet, Taylor, Franklin 

Recommended 

 
Edwards, Wheatley, 

  Native American 
Selections 

 

Early National 
 

Poe, Cooper or Irving, 

Douglass 

 

Longfellow, Sigourney 

 

American Renaissance 
 

Emerson, Thoreau, 

Hawthorne, Whitman, 

Dickinson 

 

Jacobs, Fuller, Melville 



EN 210 
 
Purpose: EN 210 is intended to present a historical overview of the American literary 

tradition from 1865 to the present. 

Texts: The Heath or Norton anthologies of American literature. Ancillary texts such as 

novels may of course be ordered. 

Syllabus Requirements:  The organization of a 210 class should broadly reflect the 

 

contents of the chosen anthology.  More specifically, a 210 should be divided by fourths, 

as shown below.  We ask that you comply with the minimal coverage requirements 

outlined below. 
 

Period 

 
Naturalism/ 

Required 

 
James, Crane, Twain, 

Recommended 

 
Chesnutt, Du Bois, 

Realism Gilman Chopin, Cather 

 

Modernism 
 

Poetry: Stevens, Frost, 

Moore, Eliot 

 

Pound, Millay, H.D. 

Williams 

  

Prose: Faulkner, Fitzgerald, 

Hemingway, Cather 

 

Stein, Steinbeck 

 

Harlem Renaissance 
 

Locke, Hughes, Hurston 
 

Toomer, McKay, Cullen 

 

Post-1945 
 

Poetry: Bishop, Lowell 
 

Plath, Jarrell, Brooks, 

Merrill, Ashbery 

  

Prose: Ellison, O’Connor 
 

Pynchon, Roth, Carver, 

Cheever, Silko, Morrison 

 


